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The Logic of Morteza Motahhari’s

Approach in the Discour se of Doubt

(A Case Study of the Syncretism of
M arxism and | slam)

M ehdi Jamshidi -
Recived Date: 2025/2/6 Accepted Date: 2025/3/3

The confrontation of Morteza Motahhari with the atheistic and syncretic Marxist
movements in the 1960s and 1970s represents one of the most prominent and powerful
epistemological encounters with the discourse of doubt and imposed, imported
modernity in contemporary Iran. This experience remains relevant today, as its lessons
can be extracted and applied in countering the liberdist ideology. Nevertheless,
Motahhari’s rich historical activism has rarely been examined from this perspective,
and the frictions and contradictions based on doubt have not been adequately
represented. The present research aims to illustrate aspects of this confrontational
experience through library and documentary anaysis. This investigation reveals the
following lessons from Motahhari’s engagement with various branches of Iranian
Marxism: “the social stratification regarding the original source of doubt emergence,”
“the emergence of doubt through non-epistemic alterations in problem formulation,”
“mechanisms of doubt infiltration into indigenous intellectual frameworks,” “tracing
doubt to deep philosophical roots and tendencies,” “the convergence of doubt with
reductionist and selective narratives of religion,” “the potential for doubt to transform
into an increasing socia movement,” “the dominance of cause over reason in the
discourse formation of doubt,” “the heightened destructive impact of syncretic doubts
compared to purely atheistic doubts,” and “the primacy of intellectual counter-doubt
engagement over purely political struggle.”

Keywords: Morteza Motahhari, Marxist ideology, School of 1slam, Syncretism, Atheism.

s Faculty member of the Department of Cultura Studies, Research Ingtitute for Islamic
Culture and Thought (m.jamshidi.60@gmail.com).
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Typology of the Origins of Doubtsin
the Reliability of Historical Reports
with a Focus on Martyrology

Ali Amin Rostami
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Doubts in the issues of any science can pose serious challenges to it and diminish
the credibility of that science’s subject matter. Existing doubts about the reliability
of historical data can also prevent society from benefiting from this science. Since
some historical teachings influence doctrinal beliefs and religious practices, doubts
about the reliability of historical reports may aso damage the religious beliefs of
society; therefore, recognizing the origins of doubts and their types, and responding
to them is essential for defending the religion and religious culture of society.

The present research, using a descriptive-analytical method with library sources,
first enumerates and categorizes the origins of doubts in the reliability of historical
reports, and then specifically addresses the origins of doubts in the reliability of
martyrological reports. The results of this research indicate that the origins of doubts
about the reliability of historical reports can be divided into two general categories:
nature-centered and religion/politics-centered. Furthermore, there are specific doubts
regarding the reliability of martyrological accounts that cannot be overlooked, but
by adhering to scientific criteria and implementing strategies to overcome these
doubts, we can distinguish reliable data from unreliable data, and thus benefit from
history in general and martyrological textsin particular.

Keywords: Typology of the origins of doubts, Martyrology, Historical reports, Reliability of
historical reports.

s Assistant Professor, Department of History, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research
Ingtitute (Ali.amini 1353@yahoo.com).
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M ethodology of Addressing
Doubts from the Per spective of
the Supreme L eader

M asoumeh Esmaili;k'

Recived Date: 2025/2/11 Accepted Date: 2025/3/11

The study of doubts, meaning the understanding of doubts and providing correct
responses to them, has always been considered a necessity in defending religion and
the Idamic system by scholars. The present article, using an analytical method,
addresses the question of what are the types of approaches to doubts from the
perspective of the Supreme Leader? Based on the statements of the Supreme Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, the engagement with doubts can be divided into two
types. proactive and reactive. The most important approach in preventing doubts is
solidifying beliefs through developing Shi'a rationality, assessing epistemological
needs, and making sciences responsive. Reactive engagement can aso be
accomplished through two approaches. epistemological and operational. In the
epistemological approach, precise understanding of doubts, doubt-creators, doubt-
recipients, and the environment of doubt is of significant importance. The models
governing operational engagement with doubts include program-orientation,
discourse-orientation with those who question, an offensive approach toward those
with ulterior motives, reasoning-based approaches, and the use of up-to-date tools.
Additionally, the jihad of clarification is a principle that governs both proactive and
reactive engagement, and sound explanation, while avoiding the creation of new
doubts and using the best form of expression in both types of engagement, is a
necessity. The author's recommendation, based on Imam Khamenei's demands, is to
establish a research ingtitute for the study of doubts in the religious seminary and
also to add a research center for the study of doubts to existing humanities research
institutes to focus and coordinate proactive and reactive doubt-research activities.

Keywords: Doubt, methodology, Supreme Leader, engagement.

s Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Hoda
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The Methodology of Ayatollah
Muhammad Hadi M a’rifat in
Responding to Quranic Doubts

Hassan Reza Rezaei” and Hamid Karimi’

Recived Date: 2025/1/19 Accepted Date: 19/2/2025

The methodology of Quranic scholars and thinkers in the field of responding to
doubts dates back to recent years, and methodology refers to the contextual content
analysis and understanding of general and common approaches in the quality of
responding to doubts. Ayatollah Ma’rifat, as one of the contemporary, prominent
scholars specializing in Quranic sciences and exegesis, paid considerable attention
to Quranic doubts and responses to them. The present paper seeks to answer the
question: What was Ayatollah Ma’rifat’s methodology in responding to Quranic
doubts? This research, using an analytical-descriptive method and extracting from
Professor Ma'rifat’s writings through direct and implicit indication, has been
organized with library resources and Islamic sciences software for data collection.
Some of the findings indicate that he employed various methods, such as the Quran-
to-Quran approach, the hadith-based approach, refutational and explanatory
approaches, rational methodology, historical methodology, scientific methodology,
linguistic methodology, utilization of perspectives from both Shi’a and Sunni
schools, employment of simplified understanding, and others to address doubts. The
professor, in most of his writings, demonstrated serious commitment to responding
to doubts—especially contemporary ones.

Keywords: Ayatollah Ma rifat, Methodology of responding to Quranic doubts, Responding
to Quranic doubts, Professor Ma rifat’s response methodology.

% Assistant Professor at Al-Mustafa International University/ Corresponding Author
(hasanreza.rezace@gmail .com).
% Associate Professor at Iran University of Science and Technology (karymi @iust.ac.ir).
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Neglect of Sentence Context as a Factor
in the Formation of Political Quran-
Centered Doubts

M ohammad Abedi
Recived Date: 2025/1/18 Accepted Date: 2025/3/2

Various factors such as “social and political motivations and agendas,” “external
environment and prevailing conditions of the era,” and “the exegete’s lack of skill in
utilizing contextual evidence and indicators” can facilitate the production of political
Quran-centered doubts. While final judgment regarding certain social and political
factors, such as the motivations and intentions of those who generate political doubts,
may be speculative and conjectural, other factors, such as skill-related contexts-like the
use of contextua evidence-can be evaluated with documentation. The existence of a
significant volume of “failure to use or misuse of sentence context” in political doubts
raises the question of whether this component can be identified as one of the factorsin
the production of palitical doubts. This research emphasizes the hypothesis that failure
to recognize-regardless of motivational intent and whether inadvertent or deliberate-
the presence or absence of sentence contextual evidence has been part of the
foundation for generating political doubts from the Noble Quran. The outcome of this
research, organized through description and analysis, demonstrates the necessity of
adhering to sentence context and criteria for its use in understanding God’s political
intent, thereby closing one pathway for the creation of political doubts and opening a
pathway for identifying such doubts. Through explaining doubts in each section, the
correct political understanding of the verse is presented.

Keywords: Political doubt, context rule, sentence context, Noble Quran.

s Assistant Professor and Faculty Member at the Research Institute for Islamic Culture and
Thought (abedi.mehr@yahoo.com).
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Analytical Typology of Doubts Raised
by Opponents of Raj’ah (Return)

K hodamorad Salimian”
Recived Date: 2024/11/29 Accepted Date: 2024/12/30

“Typology” as a fundamental principle in research, especially in the humanities, has
gained a central position. This approach, by creating a conceptual framework, enables
researchers to systematicaly categorize phenomena based on logica principles and
correlated patterns, providing a deeper understanding of the subjects under study.

In the fidd of Mahdism sudies, the bdief in Rg’ah (return) of some deceased
individuals during the era of the appearance of the promised Mahdi (g) as one of the
diginctive beliefs of Twelver Shi’ism has consistently been the subject of numerous
disputes and criticisms in rational, Quranic, theological, and hadith-related dimensions.
Despite research conducted on examining doubts related to Raj’ah, a comprehensive
typology of these doubts has not yet been presented. Since the typology of doubtsis
a necessary step in the process of systematic and coherent response to them,
developing an accurate classification of types of doubts is an essential prerequisite
for any effective response.

The present article, using a descriptive-analyticall method, while examining a
collection of doubts raised by opponents, presents a general schema of the main
types of these doubts.

Keywords: Raj ah (return), Doubts, Typology, Opponents, Deniers.

s Associate Professor, Ressarch Indlitute for Idamic Sciences and Culture (kh.salimian@yahoo.com).
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M ethodology for Addressing and
Responding to Doubts Concerning the
Prophetic Biography
Seyyed Mohsen Sharifi™

The methodology for responding to doubts concerning the Prophetic biography
(Sirah Nabawiyah) is one of the important subjects in Islamic studies, as addressing
such doubts represents a significant current challenge in the field of religious studies
and Islamic scholarship. Undoubtedly, these doubts may arise from ignorance,
misunderstandings, or even prejudices. Therefore, providing scientific and
convincing responses to doubts about the history and biography of the Prophet
requires awareness and application of approaches and skills that can be termed the
methodology of confronting and responding to doubts in this domain. The present
research, employing analytical and descriptive methods and utilizing documented
scientific approaches, seeks to explain this aspect of scholarly capability in the field
of responding to doubts. The aim of this article is to present a systematic framework
for responding to the aforementioned doubts in this area. Since responding to these
doubts requires a scientific, logical, and rational approach, various methods and
principles can be examined. In the present work, while investigating the origin,
progression, and formation of doubts about the Prophetic biography, attention has
been given to methodology in this field, and approaches such as referencing
authoritative sources and definitive concepts alongside alignment with rational logic
and the use of diverse scientific techniques have been presented.

Keywords: Methodology, Responding, Confronting doubts, Prophetic biography.

% Assgtant Professor, Department of Idamic Studies, University of Qom (sharifi55530@gmail.com).
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The Effectiveness of Knowledge and
Skillsin Responding to Ethical Doubts

Ahmad Fallahzadeh
Recived Date: 2024/12/20 Accepted Date: 2025/2/2

Today, the roots of many social anomalies can be found in the ethical values of
individuals or society. “Individual ethics” emerges from life circumstances, types of
upbringing, attitudes, and beliefs about life and the future, while “social ethics”
represents a combination of persona dispositions of community members, plus
cultural attachments and prevailing customs of citizens. The position and importance
of knowledge of ethics and attention to it in the success of religious propagation are
one of the matters that the preachers of religion must consider; therefore, it is
necessary for them to acquire the skill of responding to ethical questions and doubts
while becoming familiar with ethical knowledge. The present study, utilizing the
method of library data analysis, field studies, and qualitative study methodology
(interviews), seeks to answer the question of what level of familiarity with ethical
knowledge and what skills should be employed to respond to ethical questions and
doubts. The findings suggest that accurate responses to ethical questions require
mastery of ethical knowledge (including narrative ethics, applied ethics, etc.) as well
as the acquisition of response skills (audience analysis, persuasion techniques, etc.).

Keywords: Response knowledge, Response skills, Responding to ethical doubts, Answering
ethical questions, Audience persuasion skills.

% Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic History, Faculty of History, University of
Religions and Denominations (a.fallahzadeh@urd.ac.ir).
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M ethods of M aking Doubts Crediblein
Media and Counter-Strategies
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Doctrinal doubts hinder the consolidation of religious beliefs in individuals and
afflict them with epistemic confusion. While the main function of media is to
increase knowledge, countries that see their interests in the dissolution of Islam
attempt to create and disseminate doubts through media, especidly in Islamic
societies. The present paper aims to counter media-generated doubts by identifying
the methods used by doubt-casting media to make their created doubts credible. This
research is developmental-applied and, as needed, employs documentary-analytical
methods. Articles and books in the field of doubt studies, media, and doubt-casting
media programs constitute the research community, while other sources related to
the research objectives have been used as supplementary resources. The findings and
results of the research indicate that doubt-casting media use trust-building, displays
of honesty, demonstrations of courage, indirect induction of doubt, feigned respect,
and attention to audience needs to make their incorrect information believable to
their audience. The strategies to counter this type of doubt-casting include using
cultural engineering in domestic media and increasing media literacy among the
general public.

Keywords: Media, doubt, credibility, counter-strategies.
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